Limits to rationalism; and the place of emotions, such as the desire for revenge, in politics. In discussing such matters Kruks puts Beauvoir's ideas into conversation with those of many contemporary thinkers, including feminist and race theorists, as well as with historical figures in the liberal, Hegelian, and Marxist traditions.
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New from Oxford Nov. 2012 New from Oxford "Sonia Kruks shows that Simone de Beauvoir offers us a political philosophy that should be better known-as well known as that of Arendt or Habermas-so that it can play a more commanding role in current discussions of political theory." -Emily Grosholz, Penn State "By focusing on Beauvoir's political thought, and by looking at sources often left out of traditional accounts of Beauvoir's philosophy, Sonia Kruks makes Beauvoir freshly relevant for contemporary political debates. Thus, Beauvoir's self-critical and ambiguous humanism offers a persuasive alternative to the entrenched conflict between humanism and antihumanism, and her exploration of the paradoxical position of privileged radicals makes an original contribution to the question of how to contest oppressions of which one is also a beneficiary. Kruks's analysis of Beauvoir's understanding of the nature of political judgment, and of her reflections on revenge and punishment in the aftermath of war and atrocities, are particularly timely. This is an absorbing and original book." -Toril Moi, Duke University
